8 U.S.C. § 1101(f)
(f) For the purposes of this chapter-- No person shall be regarded as, or found to be, a
person of good moral character who, during the period for which good moral character is
required to be established, is, or was-(1) a habitual drunkard;
(2) Repealed. Pub.L. 97-116, § 2(c)(1), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1611.
(3) a member of one or more of the classes of persons, whether inadmissible or not,
described in paragraphs (2)(D), (6)(E), and (10)(A) of section 1182(a) of this title; or
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 1182(a)(2) of this title and subparagraph (C)
thereof of such section (except as such paragraph relates to a single offense of simple
possession of 30 grams or less of marihuana), if the offense described therein, for
which such person was convicted or of which he admits the commission, was
committed during such period;
5

(4) one whose income is derived principally from illegal gambling activities;
(5) one who has been convicted of two or more gambling offenses committed during
such period;
(6) one who has given false testimony for the purpose of obtaining any benefits under
this chapter;
(7) one who during such period has been confined, as a result of conviction, to a penal
institution for an aggregate period of one hundred and eighty days or more, regardless
of whether the offense, or offenses, for which he has been confined were committed
within or without such period;
(8) one who at any time has been convicted of an aggravated felony (as defined in
subsection (a)(43) of this section); or
(9) one who at any time has engaged in conduct described in section 1182(a)(3)(E) of
this title (relating to assistance in Nazi persecution, participation in genocide, or
commission of acts of torture or extrajudicial killings) or 1182(a)(2)(G) of this title
(relating to severe violations of religious freedom).
The fact that any person is not within any of the foregoing classes shall not preclude a
finding that for other reasons such person is or was not of good moral character. In the case
of an alien who makes a false statement or claim of citizenship, or who registers to vote or
votes in a Federal, State, or local election (including an initiative, recall, or referendum) in
violation of a lawful restriction of such registration or voting to citizens, if each natural
parent of the alien (or, in the case of an adopted alien, each adoptive parent of the alien) is
or was a citizen (whether by birth or naturalization), the alien permanently resided in the
United States prior to attaining the age of 16, and the alien reasonably believed at the time
of such statement, claim, or violation that he or she was a citizen, no finding that the alien
is, or was, not of good moral character may be made based on it.

